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INNOVATION CIRCLE NETWORK



IC = Networking through transnational 

projects, events and meetings



Mission for IC

“The Innovation Circle network is an international 

association working for the benefit of smaller and 

medium sized places in Europe, aiming at making 

such places sustainable and more attractive. 

The network will strengthen transnational cooperation 

and enhance awareness about cultural diversity, political 

and religious traditions. 

The network will bring decision makers, specialists, 

business people, voluntary workers and youths from 

different countries together into development projects 

and events. “



5 strategies for development of rural 

regions within Baltic Sea Region



Strategy 1

National programs to stimulate

natural population growth and 

increase fertility rate, family

oriented measures



Strategy 2:

Become more attractive for 

immigration of skilled and 

creative labour and foreign 

investment, open up for other

cultures



Strategy 3

National allocations targeted

and tailor made to fit needs of

smaller towns and medium 

sized cities



Strategy 4

National and transnational

competitive infrastructure also

in rural regions to stimulate

tourism and service 

production,(post industrial

businesses)



Strategy 5

Stimulate and grow local and 

regional innovation all over BSR 

and connect rural regions to 

leading international networks





Eurostat
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu

Population 

change from 

2008-2030

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/images/5/50/Relative_population_change_between_2008_and_2030,_by_NUTS_2_regions.PNG


While the total EU population is projected to rise by 

5 % between 2008 and 2030, there is considerable 

variation between the 281 regions in the Member 

States, Norway and Switzerland.

Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania and the majority of 

regions in Bulgaria, Romania, Germany, Hungary, 

Poland and Slovakia, however, are expected to 

have a lower population by 2030

Eurostat
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu



Possible reasons for 

demographic change

Birth rate Migration

Deaths Births

Public

health

Socio economic reality and welfare politics

Education WorkFreedom

to move



Young professionals are looking for 

jobs, career, innovative clusters and 

romantic partners



Young 

women 

are leaving 

the dull 

places



Families 

are 

searching

for 

a good

life
Many children are leaving

and never returning !



Fertility in BSR countries
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Competitiveness-Oriented 

Scenario – Final Image 2030 



DATA SOURCE: EUROSTAT
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POPULATION ON THE 1ST OF JANUARY
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POPULATION ON THE 1ST OF 

JANUARY
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POPULATION ON THE 1ST OF JANUARY

139000000

140000000

141000000

142000000

143000000

144000000

145000000

146000000

147000000

148000000

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Russian Federation

Russian Federation



Young people are migrating…
Eurostat
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu



Young people are on the

move around Europe



Away from the small town blues ?



Они считают, что Мурманск бесперспективен 

и здесь нечего делать…

Some think that Murmansk has no perspectives 

& there is nothing to do there…

…каааак 

скуууучно….

…hoooow 

duuuull…

Куда бы 

мне 

пойти?...

Where can I 

go out?...

ВСЁ!! 

УЕЗЖАЮ!

It’s enough!! 

I’m leaving..!!



To the cities which

never sleeps ?



Will they settle down in your 

neighbourhood ?

What can you offer them ?



How attractive is your town?



Can you offer 

nice cafes 

and public 

meeting 

places ??



Is there places for people to meet and 

communicate ?

Места для отдыха и общения



Has your town 

main focus on

private cars ?



Bad public service ?



Public spaces with poor quality !

Is this what you offer ???



”Beautiful – but dead”
e.g. Aizkraukle, Latvia

Beautiful square – but it seems

pretty ”stone dead” and boring ?



30.11.2010 45Exploring Aizkraukle first impressions

”Hello !!! 
Is there anybody out there ?”



Has your town just another shopping 

center to offer ?



Swedish small towns are nice and tidy….



but isn’t

Something

missing ???



Is there anything interesting

going on in your town ?



Are the town leaders old fashion 

or open minded ?



Are the leaders grabbing the

citizens’ tax money ???

Can leaders be trusted ?

Do leaders proactively involve the

sivic society in making of the

future town plans ?



Is the town open for 

innovation and new forms ?



Is your town open for young spirits 

with new ideas ?



Is it a place to 

return back to ??



Is it a good place for children ?



Люди, которые уехали из города и люди, которые вернулись.

People from Murmansk who left the city and people who returned.

Even being far away from Murmansk we remain its CITIZENS !

Everyone has a good reason to leave, but we believe that they

will always look for a good reason to return !

Lives in 

Brussels

Lives in 

Moscow

Moved to 

Oslo, back in 

Murmansk



Alytus –
a medium 
sized city 
in Europe



Five thousand people have 

moved from this city the 

last nine years. 

Alytus, Lithuania

72 to 67 thousand inhabitants



POPULATION ALYTUS
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Decline 00-09: =5.204 =7,2 %



This city has a critical 

problem !
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2008

2009

Population decline 00-09:  = 162.202 = 4,6 %

(Source: Eurostat) 

POPULATION LITHUANIA



ŠIAULIAI – ”The Sunshine City” 

Population 129 000 



Demographic characteristics of 

Šiauliai 

 In the period of 2001-2008 the official 

number of Šiauliai city population decreased 

by approx. 5%. 

 2007 working age population increased by 

0.7% but from 2007 until 2008 it decreased 

by 0.5%. 

 Children age population decreased by 13%.

http://www.siauliai.lt/investicijos/index.php?lang=en
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POPULATION VILNIUS
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VILNIUS



NET MIGRATION LITHUANIA
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(Source: Eurostat)



Possible development:

700.000 people less in Lithuania

during next 50 years !

Smaller and medium sized towns can 

risk to lose 40-50% of their population 

next 50 years !



SIDE 71 Visit from Latvia 22nd 

September, 2009. 30.11.2010

Wake up Lithuania – it’s time for change !



POLAND





POPULATION POLAND
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Decline 00-09: 517.683 = 1,3 % 
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Growth 42.028 = 2,5 %
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RUSSIA



MOSCOW, May 15 2006 (RIA Novosti)

- President Vladimir Putin called the decline 

in Russia's population - which he said was 

falling by 700,000 people a year - the 

country's biggest problem in his May 10 state 

of the nation. 

Tackling Russia's demographic crisis will 

become a mega-project that will connect the 

country's four priority national projects, the 

first deputy prime minister has said. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_dNDcHtiKdf4/S7Em45h2xiI/AAAAAAAAGzk/CDNWaTBOi3k/s1600/Putin+angry.jpg&imgrefurl=http://holgerawakens.blogspot.com/2010/03/russias-putin-we-will-destroy-those.html&h=320&w=475&sz=29&tbnid=dGnhJX-gLMfHKM:&tbnh=87&tbnw=129&prev=/images?q=putin&zoom=1&q=putin&usg=__bDcwEjQj5-NORvcxlZBTa1xkZ0w=&sa=X&ei=eBmyTMiYD8KhOpfNjdsF&ved=0CEYQ9QEwCg


In 2008-2010, the country 

plans to invest almost 500 

billion rubles ($19.3 billion) in 

socio-demographic programs. 

Maternity incentives, including 

payouts of about $9,500 for 

the birth of two or more 

children, were introduced in 

early 2007 following a 

presidential initiative 

announced in May 2006. 

Actions taken by 

Russian government

2009 the number of 

marriages and births 

in Russia went up for 

the first time in years



Despite Russia's natural population decline, 

immigrants ensure the country's overall 

growth, the health and social development 

minister said on Thursday.

According to the Russian Federal Migration 

Service, 333,474 foreign nationals and 

stateless individuals received Russian 

citizenship in January through November 

2009.

MOSCOW, December 30 2009 (RIA Novosti)
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IMMIGRATION TO RUSSIAN FEDERATION 2009

Armenia
13,42 %

Azerbaijan
8,58 %

Belarus
2,07 %

Kazakhstan
14,57 %

Kyrgyzstan
8,73 %

Republic of 
Moldova

6,17 %

Tajikistan
10,14 %

Turkmenistan
1,25 %

Uzbekistan
15,96 %

Ukraine
17,23 %

Germany
0,97 %

China
0,29 %

Latvia
0,25 %

Estonia
0,20 %

Lithuania
0,17 %



CAPITALS
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POPULATION:

CAPITAL’S SHARE % OF TOTAL POPULATION



CAPITAL’S SHARE OF TOTAL POPULATION, 

%
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CAPITAL’S SHARE OF TOTAL POPULATION, %
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Lithuania
85,72 %

Vilnius
14,28 %

2009

Poland
95,70 %

Warsaw
4,30 %

2009

Estonia
76,72 %

Tallin
23,28 %

2009



CAPITAL’S SHARE OF TOTAL POPULATION, %
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NET MIGRATION BSR COUNTRIES 
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DATA SOURCE: EUROSTAT

What about the future 

?



POPULATION ON THE 1ST OF JANUARY: 

PROJECTION
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POPULATION ON THE 1ST OF JANUARY: 

PROJECTION
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POPULATION ON THE 1ST OF JANUARY: 

PROJECTION
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POPULATION ON THE 1ST OF JANUARY: 

PROJECTION
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POPULATION ON THE 1ST OF JANUARY: 

PROJECTION
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POPULATION ON THE 1ST OF JANUARY: 

PROJECTION
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POPULATION ON THE 1ST OF JANUARY: 

PROJECTION
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POPULATION ON THE 1ST OF JANUARY: 

PROJECTION
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POPULATION ON THE 1ST OF JANUARY: 

PROJECTION
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Who are the winners in the 

competition about skilled 

labour and young people ?



Silvia Sartori, 31:

Escaped Italy, moved to 

Shanghai and running a 

3 mill$ business



What’s wrong with Italy ?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Silvio_Berlusconi_(2010).jpg


Who are we 

competing with ?

When is Wen taking over European economy ??



Global trends 
Jeff Goldblum: The New Population Bomb

 The portion of global GDP 
produced by Europe, USA and 
Canada in 2050
will be less than 30 
percent,smaller than in 1820.(In 
1950 it was 68 percent) 



Global trends

 Europe is expected to lose 24 % of 

working age population(120 million 

workers) by 2050

 60 -and-older population in Europe will 

increase by 47 % by 2050, compared to 

2005.



Global trends

 World Bank: In 2030 the middle class 

people in the developing world will be 

1,2 billion, a rise at 200 % since 2005. 

(more than total population in Europe, 

Japan and USA)

 Main driver of global expansion and 

consume will be middle class in i.e. 

Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Mexico 

and Turkey



Attractive places will win !











Where will 

she settle 

down ?



Thank you for the attention !


